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What to look for
• You might want to look for “scien,ﬁc papers”,
i.e. papers wriCen by scholars – whether in
the ﬁeld of economics or other ﬁelds – to the
purpose of spreading the results of their
researches to the scien,ﬁc community.
• First, you have to dis,nguish between:
– Unpublished papers
– Published papers

Unpublished papers
• Unpublished papers are research ar,cles that
have not been published in scien,ﬁc, peerreviewed, journals yet.
• They basically are provisional draJ that scholars
want to submit to the aCen,on of the scien,ﬁc
community to receive feedback on the strengths
and weaknesses of their work.
• A research ar,cle can be in its “draJ-stage” for
even several years before being submiCed, and
eventually published, in a journal.

Unpublished papers
• In order to receive feedback from their peers:
1) Scholars usually present their draJ papers at research
seminars, workshops, conferences.
2) Include them in at least one working papers
collec,on.
3) OJen (not always) include them in “personal
repositories” (e.g. MPRA, Arxiv, Academia.edu,
ResearchGate) to make the paper available to anyone
poten,ally interested in reading it (e.g. their
followers) and make them available on their personal
webpages.
• AJer having received some feedback and having
reﬁned their draJ accordingly, authors usually submit
the paper to some interna,onal journal for
publica,on.

Published papers
• AJer the authors’ submission to a journal, a new
long and slow process begins.
1) An editor, or a board of editors, quickly reviews
the paper, to assess whether it may be worth of
publica,on in the journal or not.
2) In case they believe it is not worth, they reject it
(so called “desk rejec,on”). A desk rejec,on can
take between 1 day and 3 months, depending
on the busyness (and fairness) of the editors.
3) In case of desk rejec,on, the authors will send
the paper to a diﬀerent journal and the process
will start again from point 1.

Published papers
4) If the editor believes the paper has some poten,al, she
sends it to “reviewers”. The process of ﬁnding appropriate
reviewers who are available and willing to assess the
paper can take from a few days up to two months (in
some unfortunate cases).
5) Reviewers are scholars expert in the ﬁeld who must
evaluate the paper, assessing its methodological rigour,
originality, contribu,on to the literature and the overall
strengths and weaknesses. Reviewers report back to the
editor through a generally anonymous “referee report”.
Reviewers can take from two months to more than one
year to provide a report, depending on how commiCed
they feel to the service and to the editor’s ability to do
some moral suasion.

Published papers
6) In their report, reviewers express a
“recommenda,on” to the editor. They can advice the
rejec,on of the paper, or its reconsidera,on aJer
some suggested revisions.
Revisions can be “minor” or, as in most of the ,mes,
“major”.
7) At this point, the editor must take a decision.
If even one reviewer suggests rejec,on, then the
paper is usually rejected. The authors must revise the
paper according to anonymous reviewers’ feedback
anyway, and then submit it again to a diﬀerent
journal. The process starts again from point 1.

Published papers
7) If the editor, based on reviewers’ feedback, s,ll thinks
the paper has poten,al, she sends it back to the
authors for revision.
8) The authors revise the paper according to reviewers’
and editor’s feedback. The revision usually takes from
one to several months depending on its extension
and diﬃculty.
9) AJer having revised the paper, the authors
“resubmit” it to the journal.
10) The editor sends it back to reviewers (possibly the
same anonymous ones that performed the review at
the ﬁrst round) and the process starts again from
point 6.

Published papers
11) At each round it is always possible that reviewers give
a nega,ve feedback on the nth revision thereby
solici,ng rejec,on by the editor.
12) Round aJer round, however, rejec,on is les and less
likely.
13) AJer a number of rounds (usually 3 or 4), the editor
takes a ﬁnal decision of acceptance or rejec,on. To
reach this point, a review process can take up to two
years. In some unfortunate cases, it can even take 3-5
years.
14) If you consider the ,me for the previous submissions
(and rejec,ons) you can see how long – and how
much eﬀort and pa,ence – it takes to publish a
paper!

Published papers
• Thus, published papers generally are reﬁned
works whose elabora,on has taken several
years.
• But they are not necessarily “new” papers.
• In the following slides, we will see where to
look for published papers on the web.

• Every Sapienza student has free access to the Sapienza
Library System (Sistema Bibliotecario Sapienza, SBS, both
in and oﬀ campus (i.e. from outside Sapienza network).

Sapienza Library System
• The SBS can be accessed at the following sites.
• When you are inside the campus and connected through
the Sapienza network (i.e. in a Sapienza lab or with your
laptop via Sapienza wi-ﬁ):
hCps://web.uniroma1.it/sbs/
• When you are outside the campus (e.g. at home): through
the EasyBixy system:
hCps://web.uniroma1.it/sbs/accedi-da-casa-con-easybixy
• To login, use your @studen,.Uniroma1.it email address
(every Sapienza student should have one) as iden,ﬁer and
your @studen,.uniroma1.it email password.
• The site is in Italian but very easy to navigate. Just follow
the instruc,ons.
• Bixy works great and you do not need to install any
addi,onal component to your browser. Just login and
enjoy!

If you are looking
for a speciﬁc paper
that has been
published in a
certain journal (for
example because
you retrieved its
,tle in Google
Scholar or in some
bibliography), then
you can directly
search that journal
through the link
“Discovery
Journals” on the
top-right side of
the screen.

You can search for the
,tle through the search
(“cerca”) ﬁeld…
Or you can browse ,tles
discipline by discipline.

There are just 1463
journals in Economics!

Otherwise, you
can search
papers on your
topic of interest
by typing speciﬁc
keywords in
some databases
(“Banche da,”)
of published
ar,cles.

The most comprehensive database of published papers in economics is Web of Science,
also called ISI WOS (you can retrieve it at page 5 of the “Banche da,” sec,on).

You can select up to three ﬁelds on the Search
page as your default search ﬁelds. You can
enter up to 6,000 terms in a search query.
Adding a new ﬁeld also sets the second ﬁeld to
the AND operator. You can change the AND
operator to OR or NOT.
Here you can select the ,me range of results

Google Scholar always is one of the most powerful ways to search for both published
and unpublished ar,cles. When you use Scholar from inside the campus – i.e. when you
are connected to Sapienza network – you should be able to download both the html and
the Pdf versions of any published paper directly from Scholar.

By clicking on the
arrow you open
the “Advanced
search” window.

Use quota,on marks to
search for the exact phrase

Here you can select
the ,me range

For each paper, Scholar
reports the number of
cita,ons it received so far

Whenever the Pdf ﬁles are
retrievable on Google, you
can download them from
this column

The name of the journal in
which the ar,cle was
published is reported in bold.

Ideas
• A fundamental source for searching both published and
unpublished ar,cles is IDEAS.
• IDEAS the largest bibliographic database dedicated to
Economics and available freely on the Internet. Based on
RePEc (Research Papers in Economics) it indexes over
2,200,000 items of research, including over 2,000,000
that can be downloaded in full text.
• This site is part of a large volunteer eﬀort to enhance the
free dissemina,on of research in Economics, RePEc,
which includes bibliographic metadata from over 1,900
par,cipa,ng archives, including all the major publishers
and research outlets. IDEAS is just one of several services
that use RePEc data.

hCps://ideas.repec.org/
By clicking on “More advanced search” you will open this window

Services that provide informaDon
extracted from the RePEc database
• Ideas, hCps://ideas.repec.org/
• EconPapers, hCp://econpapers.repec.org/
• Соционет, hCps://socionet.ru/
are basically mirrors of RePEc, with diﬀerent
designs and, in the case of Соционет, a
diﬀerent language (Russian).

Are all journals alike?
• The standards that a journal uses to determine
publica,on can vary widely. Some journals, such
as Nature, Science, PNAS, and
Physical Review Le<ers, have a reputa,on of
publishing ar,cles that mark a fundamental
breakthrough in their respec,ve ﬁelds.
• In economics, such a reputa,on is generally
associated to those that are widely considered
the “top 5 journals”: American Economic Review,
Econometrica, Journal of Poli@cal Economy,
Quarterly Journal of Economics, Review of
Economic Studies (in alphabe,cal order).

Are all journals alike?
• Ar,cles in scien,ﬁc journals are highly technical,
represen,ng the latest theore,cal research and
experimental results in the ﬁeld of science covered by the
journal. They are generally incomprehensible to anyone
except for researchers in the ﬁeld and advanced students
(like you!).
• Journals can be:

– Generalist, in the case they aim to cover the en,re discipline
(e.g. economics, sociology, etc. Examples are: AER, QJE, RES,
JPE, Econometrica and some second-,er journals such as Econ J,
JEEA, Int Econ Rev etc.).
– Field journals, in the case they limit their scope to a speciﬁc ﬁeld
or sub-ﬁeld (e.g. labour economics, health economics,
behavioral economics, economic theory, macroeconomic
dynamics, experimental economics etc.)
– Although being “generalist” in principle, some journals are
known for welcoming some approaches and topics more than
others.

Are all journals alike?
• In addi,on, there are ﬁelds – and related journals –
that cover speciﬁc topics from diﬀerent disciplinary
perspec,ves. Remarkable examples are: Social
Networks (Sociology and Economics), Evolu@on and
Human Behavior (Biology, Behavioral Sciences),
Computers in Human Behavior (Psychology,
Communica,on Sciences), etc.
• It is also common for journals to have a regional focus,
specializing in publishing papers from a par,cular
country or other geographic region, like the Journal of
African Economies, Journal of Asian Economics, etc.

Impact factor
• In many ﬁelds, an informal hierarchy of
scien,ﬁc journals exists; the most pres,gious
journals in a ﬁeld tends to be the most
selec,ve in terms of the ar,cles they will
select for publica,on, and will also have the
highest impact factor.

Impact factor
• The impact factor (IF) of an academic journal is a
measure of its inﬂuence in the scien,ﬁc debate.
• It reﬂects the yearly average number of cita,ons
to recent ar,cles published in that journal.
• It is frequently used as a proxy for the rela,ve
importance of a journal within its ﬁeld.
• Journals with higher impact factors are oJen
deemed to be more important than those with
lower ones.
• Impact factors have a large, but controversial,
inﬂuence on the way published scien,ﬁc research
is perceived and evaluated.

Journals rankings
• Journals rankings – based on impact,
reputa,on, or on a combina,on of the two –
are oJen used by departments to assess
candidates to academic posi,ons.
• Examples of publicly accessible rankings are:
– Scimago journals ranking.
– Ideas ranking.
– Social Sciences Google Scholar ranking.
– Scopus journals rankings.

Are all journals alike?
•
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To the purpose of the assignments you will undertake within the course of Econ of Networks, I
recommend to have a look at the last two or three years’ issues of the following journals (which are
all accessible free of charge through Sapienza network).
American Economic Review
Econometrica
Journal of Poli,cal Economy
Proceedings of the Na,onal Academy of Science
Quarterly Journal of Economics
Review of Economic Studies
American Journal of Poli,cal Science
American Poli,cal Science Review
Economic Journal
Interna,onal Economic Review
Journal of the European Economic Associa,on
European Journal of Poli,cal Economy
Journal of Economic Behavior & Organiza,on
Journal of Interna,onal Economics
Journal of Public Economics
Social Networks

New Economics Papers (NEP)
• We already men,oned some fundamental sources for
searching unpublished papers.
– Google Scholar
– Ideas (and its mirrors)

• Based on RePEc data, New Economics Papers (NEP) is
an announcement service which ﬁlters informa,on on
new addi,ons to RePEc into edited reports.
• The goal is to provide subscribers with up-to-date
informa,on about the research literature.
• The reports are generated by subject-speciﬁc editors.
• The whole list of reports is here: hCp://nep.repec.org/

I recommend you to subscribe to the
NEP-SOC newslePer and to browse its past issues

Working papers collecDons
The
NaDonal Bureau of
Economic Research
(NBER) is an American
private nonproﬁt
research organiza,on
"commiCed to
undertaking and
dissemina,ng
unbiased economic
research among
public policymakers,
business
professionals, and the
academic
community.”
Many of the American
winners of the Nobel
Memorial Prize in
Economic Sciences
were NBER Research
Associates.

Working papers collecDons
The
IZA - InsDtute of Labor
Economics, un,l 2016
referred to as the
Ins,tute of the Study
of Labor (IZA), is a
private, independent
economic research
ins,tute and academic
network focused on
the analysis of global
labor markets and
headquartered in
Bonn, Germany.

Working papers collecDons
The
Centre for Economic
Policy Research
(CEPR) is a network
of over 1100
researchers based
mainly in
universi,es
throughout Europe,
who collaborate
through the centre
in research and its
dissemina,on.
CEPR's oﬃce is
located in London.

Authors’ personal pages
• Most authors make their papers available on
their personal websites.
• Even when they are not available (but just
listed) you can request them a Pdf copy via
email.
• It is strongly recommended to follow the
TwiCer and Facebook accounts of authors…
• … and ins,tu,ons
• … and journals.

It is a widespread
and commonly
accepted (even
by publishers)
prac,ce to make
published papers
available to
students and
fellow scholars
for non
commercial
purposes.

